Taxonomy can present knotty issues, especially during the early phases of a rapidly developing discipline. The authors of Principles of Nanophotonics draw a sharp distinction between 'conventional plasmonics' (including topics such as photonic crystals, plasmonics and metamaterials) and 'nanophotonics' which they perceive as the study of optical near-field effects that allow the diffraction limit to be transcended. The latter but not the former is covered in this book. This rather narrow classification of 'nanophotonics' is not universally shared -others take a broader perspective, more in line with the scope of the Journal of Nanophotonics.
addition. There is a noticeable stylistic unevenness in the prose between the chapters, and in places the prose does not flow as fluently as might be expected. The mathematical notation adopted is not uniform throughout. Some of the figures would have benefitted from more detailed explanations, and some would have benefitted from being larger and incorporating colour. Some of the descriptions of nanophotonic devices and applications will soon be out of date (indeed, some may already be so by now) -of course, this should not be taken as a criticism of the book, as it is an inevitable consequence of the ongoing rapid progress being made in this area by the authors and others.
In summary, this book is reminiscent of the proverbial curate's egg: it provides an engaging overview, likely to be of some value to those active in research on near-field optics, although they may wish that the scope was broader and the presentation was more polished.
